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DURATION: 7 minutes

INSTRUMENTATION
Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in B-flat
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in C

3 Trombones (TTB)
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (2 players; see requirements below)

Piano

Harp

Strings
THE SCORE IS IN C

PERCUSSION REQUIREMENTS

Player 1: Vibraphoney®Guiro, Tam-tam, Antique Cymbals E (i.e., two crotales with handles, clashed together,

sounding two octaves highérithan written)

Player 2;: Glockenspiel, Sleigh Bells, Tambourine, Bass Drum

TO CONTACT THE COMPOSER

alex@alexstephenson.com

PROGRAM NOTE

As I began working on this composition, I was inspired by the aria “What Power Art Thou”—also known as the “Cold
Song”—from Henry Purcell’s King Arthur. In this scene from Purcell’s opera, the spirit of winter (the “Cold Genius”) is
summoned to life. My composition freely transforms the shivering staccato motif and aspects of the harmonic
progression from Purcell’s original, gradually building to an intense, chilling depiction of the Cold Genius. At the climax
of my work, a quotation of Purcell’s original score momentarily appears, only to vanish again into the wintry landscape.
Fittingly, I finished the piece on a late December night of subzero temperatures in central Illinois.
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